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The important office of Private Secretary to the Governor
General was held by Lewin Bowring of the Civil Service, soi
of Sir John Bowring, the British minister in China. He ren-
dered much service to Canning in all civil or political affairs
being greatly respected by the community; after the departure
of Ms chief from India, he became Commissioner of Mysore.

Among the non-official community the most influential anc
popular character was John O'Brien Saunders, the proprietor oj
the Englishman newspaper at Calcutta. He was called " the
Nestor of Anglo-Indian journalism," and his wise genial wii
endeared Mm to the community.

The well-known quarterly periodical the Calcutta E&oiew was
at that time in danger of extinction. With the help of Dr,
George Smith, the editor of the Friend of India, I took it up
and for several months sustained the publication. Our reason
for so doing was the consideration that tMs periodical had been
for twenty years the best contemporary record of Anglo-Indian
thought, and reckoned among its contributors some of the
most renowned men of tMs generation, Henry Lawrence, Alex-
ander Duff, W. S. Seton Karr, William Mackay, John Mac-
donald, Baird Smith and others.

During these busy years Canning appeared to be physically
well and strong. His habits were, however, hardly suited to
the preservation of health in a hot climate, for he did not ride
much except on particular occasions, and took walking exercise
but little. Thus the conditions of Indian life were insidiously
making inroads on Ms naturally fine constitution.

The last months of Ms time in India were clouded by
a domestic bereavement; Lady Canning died after a few days'
illness in Government House at Calcutta from a malarious fever
caught while travelling in the eastern Himalayas. He composed
the touching and beautiful inscription wMch was set up over her
grave on the bank of the Hughli at Barrackpur near Calcutta.
No English lady in India ever gained a wider respect and
popularity. She had evinced the Mghest moral courage through-
out the darkest days of the mutiny; in all the miseries and
distresses wMch came within her reach or cognizance she dis-
played a solicitous and assiduous charity; and in many cases she